
THANKS JEAN….

Hello Fellow Liberals!  Bonjour mes amis

I’m very pleased today to both welcome you and to report to you on a very busy 
THREE years since our last General Meeting -  held in Mississauga in April 2019.

Its hard to believe its been that long ago.  

That’s probably because – in the interim – we’ve had a National Liberal 
Convention and an Election – not to mention a very active Policy Development 
cycle.  AND -  a Pandemic!

These are truly unprecedented times for us all.  Particularly for older Canadians 
and for Frontline working Canadians.

And, if you’ll indulge me for a moment, I would like to pay homage to those very 
frontline workers.  Particularly those in healthcare and Long Term Care.  Along 
with Teachers, Truckers and Grocery workers.  We have truly come to 
understand how tough these past two years have been for THEM!

Little did we know at our April 2019 Meeting that we wouldn’t be meeting in 
person in 2022. We first heard rumours about COVID in December 2019, but it 
didn’t come to our shores until about Spring 2020.  Since then, all of our lives 
have been upended!  But…lets look at a silver lining…We are truly fortunate to 
live in a country whose government has done a stellar job of designing policies 
and programs to keep us safe while we ride out the Pandemic.

Just after our 2019 Meeting, SLCO began a vigorous Policy Development 
process.  That is, we began to consult with Seniors in our ridings, to try and 
determine what issues were top of their mind.  All Senior Liberals’ Commission 
Sections undertook that process.

In Ontario, we identified THREE areas of interest and concern and began to work
on developing them as Policy Resolutions.  They were:  Long Term Care, 
Affordable Rental Housing for Vulnerable Seniors and a National Telework 
Strategy.

Interestingly, these issues had come to our attention BEFORE COVID surfaced!  
Boy, were we pleased to have chosen them, in advance!  Just goes to show that 
we Seniors are on the ball – always looking ahead!



One of the areas of concern to most Canadians around the Pandemic, has been 
the vulnerability of older Canadians.  In particular, those who live in Long Term 
Care.  We were all shocked and outraged by what we learned about the living 
conditions of elderly Canadians in some Long Term Care homes.  

It was evident that it was top of mind for all Canadians, when our  LONG TERM 
CARE Policy Resolution was voted on by Liberals of all ages – at the National 
Liberal Convention last year.  I‘m very pleased to report to you that it emerged as
NUMBER THREE out of 26 Policy Resolutions chosen.  

Our “Affordable Rental Housing for Vulnerable Seniors” also won the day.  It 
came in at Number 16 out of the 26.

The approval of these – and other Seniors’ Resolutions - at the National 
Convention is important.  That’s because it gives us an opportunity to get them 
onto the national policy Agenda.  There, they have the change to become 
government policy, or to get onto the list of Budget priorities for funding, or 
become a plank in an election platform.

Speaking of elections - After that excitement in the Spring of 2021 – we heard the
Call.  A writ drop in September for an October General Election.

We were geared up and ready to go.  Our Volunteers spread out across the 
Province, committed to electing Liberal MPs and a Liberal Government.

After the dust settled, we had achieved that goal.  And I’m very proud to be 
associated with all those who worked the phones, block walked and supported 
campaign teams and riding Chairs, to outreach to Senior voters.  It really made a 
difference!

It made a difference because we’ve been able to recruit many older Canadians to
formally join us as volunteers.  I don’t know if you all know this, but if you are 
over age 60, and join the Liberal Party of Canada, you are automatically a 
member of the Senior Liberals’ Commission in the province from which you 
register.

In Ontario, we have 121 ridings.  We seek to ensure each one of those Riding 
Boards have a Senior Representative.  This is so we can help the riding to do 
outreach and organize activities to engage with local Seniors.  So far, I’m proud 
to say,  we have been able to partner with EDA Chairs to jointly appoint Senior 
Reps. to about 1/3 of Ontario ridings.  With more to come. (By the way, IF your 
EDA doesn’t have a Senior Rep., and is interested, please do get in touch with 
me.)  



We have a great team.  One that’s focused, through policy development, on 
meeting the needs, concerns and interests of older Canadians.

We were very pleased to see that Long Term Care and a number of other 
important Seniors issues formed a part of Liberal Party election commitments in 
2021.  That’s very rewarding, as it tells us that our work on behalf of older 
Canadians is effective.  

Today, we’re very lucky to have the Minister of Seniors, the Honourable Kamal 
Khera, with us to give us a look at her priorities going forward.  And you’ll have 
the opportunity to ask her questions too.

As we start the next cycle of our work at the Senior Liberals’ Commission of 
Ontario, I want to take this moment – on behalf of our Team – to thank all of you 
for your support and I look forward to continue to work with you on issues that 
reflect the interests of all Older Ontarians.

Thank you 

I’ll now hand it back to the Meeting Chair…  JEAN?


